
IN THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL, 
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI 

EXECUTION APPLICATION NO. 27 OF 2023 
L~ 

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 561 OF 2022 
IN THE MATTER OF: 
UrvashiShobhnaKachari. . ....... Appl icant 

Versus 
Union of India &Ors. . .. Respondent 

AND IN THE MATTER OF: 
ShashikanthPurohit. .... .. .. Applicant in E. A. 

AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF DISTRICT MAGISTRATE, CHAMOLI, 
UTTARAKHAND IN COMPLIANCE OF ORDER DATED 5.1.2024 PASSED 
BY THIS HON'BLE TRIBUNAL IN THE ABOVEMENTIONED MATTER 

.E__APER- BOOK 
IN 0 EX ---

Sri Particulars E.ages 
1. Affidavit on behalf of District Magist(ate, Chamoli, Uttarakhand 

in compiiance of orders dated 5.1.?024 passed by this Hon'ble 
Tribunal in the abovementioned matter 

2. ANNEXURE-1 : A true copy of the order dt.05.01 .2024 passed 
by this Hon'ble Tribunal. 

3. ANNEXURE-2:Copy of minutes of rr.eeting dated 25.1.2024 

4. ANNEXURE-3:Copy of letter of C.V.O., Chamoli 

5. ANNEXURE-4: Copy of letter of A.R..T.O.Chamoli 

6. ANNEXURE-5: Copy of letter and photographs of E.D.C. 
BhundarChamoli 

7. ANNEXURE-6: Copy of letter Divisional Forest Officer, Nanda 
Devi National Park Josh imath, Uttrakhand 

8. ANN EXURE-7:Copy of letter of Toudsm Department 

9. 6 NNEXURE-8. Copy of letter of D.P.R.O Chamoli 
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137, Tower No.10, Supreme Enclave,MayurVihar Phase-I ,Delhi-110091 
~--·~ · .• , Mobile No. J717706032 

rJ''II!t-.0 !...~ Jl? j:.,_ , Email - advra~ulverma9999@gmail.com 

17/ ' \ 
!I In (; ~· . 1 
., f ~ar. ~:lWcSI l 
\ ,... \Leg ·'«-· ~ lk1 

•• , .. 10"'3 o (.·· 
~v, ·<: 1r ,<z.._. ~ t / 
\~.~~ ~ ,;; 
"\~ 0~ ~""'~ ,~· 
'=~_!.w-~~~ 



---.... ... ;:,- ··~-~~ ... . 
. . · 1' A /:1 ...._ · S""7o 

_ r ;~_: - ) ·-~ IN THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL, 
\. " 
\ \ ;, 5 Rawat. ·:_ t! Pr~INCI P/\i_ BENCH NEVV DELHI 

~ f4 ' t. ~- G~~st'lwar : t · 

\ 200'1 ~ t EXECUTION APPLICA ___ TION ~0. 27 OF 2023 Rf,!9 1'1:0 l I I , I ·:7 ...-~ 

N~J:t-~Al NOTARIAL I . - IN 
~ :i( ~ ~/~ 

\. - 'f.' --- .. -.,-~G).· ~· 1 . 

~'~ . f ~o-r·~~.'!""· ORIGINAL 6£-'PI !CATION NO. f)61 QF 2022 
'~ . ..... 

IN THE MATTER OF. 

Urvashi Shobhna Kachari . . .... .. Applicant 

·versus 

Union of lnd:a &Ors. . Respondent 

6ND IN_Tf:::!E I}-1ATTER OF: 
- ~ 
':' NOTARIAL 

Shashikanth Purohit. ....... ,1\pplicant in E. A 

AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF _DISTRICT MAQISTRATE,_ CH_~MQ_'=.L_ 

UTTARAKHAND IN COMPLIANCE OF ORDER DATED _5.1.2024 PASSED ~Y.. 

THIS HON'BLE TRIBUNAL IN THE ABOVEMENTIONED MATTER ·-- - -OM 

I, Vivek Prakash S/o Shri Ramayan Prakash, aged about 51 years, 

presently posted as District Magistrate. Chamoll. (incl1arge) District Charnoli, 

Uttarakhand , do hereby -:;r_A~mr.ly 8ffirrr. on oatn a~d state as under: 

1. That in my abovemer.t1oned oft1cial capacity. i am acquainted with the facts and 

circumstances of tl'le pmsent matcer e:~nd ! arn fully competent to file present 

Affidavit on behali of O;stnct Mag1st~ate . Ci:arnoli, Uttarakhand. 

2. That the abovementioned matter was listed on 5.1 .2024 and after hearing, th!s 

Hon'ble Tribunal was pleased to 0a~.., a t.letJ1Ied order. 



A copy of the order dated 05.01.2023 1s annexed hereto and 

marked as ANNEXURE-1. 

3. That in compliance with order dated 05-01-2024 of the 

Hon'bleNational Green Tribur>al Principal bench, New Delhi in 

Original Application No. 561/2022, UrvashiShobhanaKachri vs. 

Union of India and others, a meeting was held under the 

chairmanship of District Magistrate Chamoli on 25/01/2024.Copy 

of minutes of meeting dated 25.1.2024 is being annexed as 

ANNEXURE-2. 

4. That in compliance of the order dated 05-01-2024, passed by 

National Green Tribunal Principal bench, New Delhi, the Animal 

Husbandry Department of Chamoli district established a 

temporary veterinary hospital I animal monitoring post every year 

at Pulna and Gangaria during the period of Sri Hemkund Sahib 

Yatra. In which 01 Veterinary Officer and 01 Livestock Extension 

Officer are deployed on the basis of rotation process, through 

whom the facilities of medical treatment, health test, insurance 

etc. are provided to all the pack mules operated on the travel 

route. 



5. That SOP, issued by Government Order No. 755/XV-

1/23/1/(12)22/ dated 01 1\/lay 2023, for the handling of equine 

animals on the Yatra route, ir: which prevention of the possibility 

of unnecessary anima! cruel ;.} on the Sri HemkundYatra route 

has been done. For this, a maximum carrying capacity of 70 

equine animals per kilometer (1 050 equine an1mals for a total 

distance of 15 km.) has bee1. fixed on the travel route. Whose 

complete compliance is being ensured. 

6. That a total capacity of 5000 :five thousand) equine animals for 

the journey route is determinej , out of which 400 (four hundred) 

are determined for the journey and 1000 (one thousand) are 

determined for using of carrying goods on the Yatra route. About 

263 equine animals per kilon"der (to end for journey) about 263 

equine animals per kilometer (5000 equine animals for a total 

journey of 19 km.) and to pre; ·ent the possibility of unnecessary 

cruelty on the HemkundYatra route , warm drinking water and 

road shelters are provided to the animals on the Yatra route. For 

proper arrangement, a maximum capacity of 70 equine animals 

per kilometer (1 050 equine ani·-nals for a total distance of 15 km.) 

is fixed. 



7. That maximum 02 equme cmimals will be operated by each 

animal owner on the Yatra route. One trip per day will be allowed 

with horse and drawn animal. 

8. That prevent premature deati1 of equine animals due to fever, 

cough , asthma, pneumonia etc. due to extremely difficult 

conditions and cold environmf-,nt on the travel route and due to 

rain , snow, hailstorm, it is r·ecessary to provide appropriate 

temporary road shelter for the animals at some distance. 

Arrangements will be ensured. After feeding the animal, it is 

mandatory to give it rest for at ;east 20 minutes. 

9. That before traveling on Y tra route, every animal will be 

thoroughly health checked. In ca~e of any deficiency in health 

examination, equine animals will never be allowed to be 

transported on the travel route 

10. That before the Yatra season, Glander test wi ll be 

conducted by the owners of equine animals and the test report , ... 
will be presented before the Y:.=\tra. Equine animals will be 

included in the Yatra only if the Glander test report is negative. 

11. That health test report Nill be issued to the owners of 

.... ~ -;;,~~ · ... equine animals by a registered veterinary officer. In which the 
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number of ear tag applied on the ear of equine animals will 

mainly be shown, the size and weight of the animal. 

12. That in case of irregulahties by some animal owners, the 

animals are not removed from the travel route even after being 

banned. In order to ensure st:lct legal action against the animal 

owners in case of death · Jf these animals due to over-

exploitation. Regular coordination & review meetings will be 

convened to exchange information between the Animal 

Husbandry Department and any other executing organization 

and the officer of the Animal H•Jsbandry Department wil l be given 

software access. 

13. That some animal owners are removing the chip straps 

allotted by some other implementing organization on the travel 

route and using them illegally on other animals. Better efforts will 

be made to prevent this irregul;:lrity. 

14. That depending on the travel route, a permanent or 

temporary veterinary hospital 1. .. 1ill be established near each road 

shelter in the camps and on the middle route. Veterinary Doctor 

(on contract) and Para-vat will be appointed at the veterinary 



15. That before employing the equine animals used on the 

Yatra route, an adaptation period of minimum one week will be 

ensured as per the geographical view of the area so that the 

animal can adapt itself to the area. 

16. That sanitization workshop will be organized through the 

District SPCA or Uttarakhar1d Animal Welfare Board and 

Uttarakhand Pollution Control Board, under the direction of the 

Hon'ble Supreme Court, Hon'ble High Courts, and the Hon'ble 

National Green tribunal for welfare of respective department 

employees some special proc9dure are Also being adopted by 

the Veterinary doctors for management of equine under by the 

Remount Veterinary Corps and Paramilitary Forces (such as 

ITBP) under the Indian special medical camps will be organized 

for this special training for the veterinarians and support 

personnel of the Animal HLsbandry Department, under the 

guidance of retired veterinarians of the Indian Army serving in the 

Remount Veterinary Corps or ITBP or the specialized animal 

welfare organization for horse welfare- Books India, PFA is 

conducted in the horse sanctuary of Uttarakhand or at other 



17. That in case of premature death of equine animals 1s 

extremely difficult and cold environment on the travel routes, 

there is a possibility of spread of epidemic and pollution of water 

sources. Within 24 hours, after the dissection report is issued by 

the veterinary officer before the disposal of dead bodies of 

equine animals, the dead bodies of equine animals should be 

buried deep underground through the executing agency and the 

animal bodies should be disposed of by way of cremation. In 

case of delay in the post-mortem report, the body of the dead 

equine animal should be kept covered. 

18. That any equine animals falls injured/sick during the journey 

will not be allowed to walk on the journey route again. Once 

equine animal declared injured /sick and the equine animal is 

working on the travel route, then the owner of the animal wi ll be 

fined and the license certificate will be cancelled. 

19. That if the animal owner violates the prov1s1ons of 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1960, then in such a 

situation, a First Information Report will be lodged against that 

animal owner. 



20. That in order to effectively control over the animal owner, 

unnecessary cruelty or excessive exploitation of animals, the 

District S.P.C. will be formed under the chairmanship of the 

District Magistrate including the departments (animal husbandry 

department, local body/district panchayat, forest 

department/pollution board and police) as ex-officio members. In 

a team of representative personnel of officers of the Department) 

with the help of Provincial Defense Team/Home Guards staff, 

checking of horse token allottr:d daily on the route, checking of 

horse handler token, checking of number of rounds by each 

animal, checking of injured/sick animals. Marking and separation 

from transportation, animal death in such a situation, the identity 

of the animal owner and the rrT~thod of disposal of the dead body 

of equine animal will be 1nve3t1gated and if any Irregularity IS 

found, legal action will be taken t)y the concerned department 

against such animal owner 

21. That permanent horse sheds should be made available on 

the rent to animal owners at a distance of 01 to 02 km from the 

main settlements /base camps of the pilgrimage routes. Proper 

arrangement of electricity, bJdy temperature and lukewarm 



drinking water should be ensured to provide in these shelters and 

availability of animal feed and fodder at reasonable rates as per 

the demand will be ensured. 

22. That due to toll free numbers being outside the network 

area on travel routes, it is not possible to contact in case of any 

kind of emergency. In this sequence, necessary action should be 

taken to connect the toll free number to the network area, so that 

any problem of the passengers and equine animal owners can 

be resolved. Copy of letter of C.V.O., Chamoliis being annexed 

hereto and marked as ANNEXURE-3. 

23. That in the past years, the state government has made 

arrangements to determine the number of tourists (limited 

number of passengers). Under which it is mandatory for every 

traveler coming to ChardhamYatra to register on the website of 

the Tourism Department. And it is mandatory for the vehicles 

coming for ChardhamYatra to bring Trip Card. After determining 

the number of passengers, the transport department can ban the 

operation of vehicles without trip cards with the help of the police 

department. For example, if 5000 passengers are registered on a 

-·· 
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specific date on the website of the Tourism Department, then 

vehicles without Trip Card can be stopped. 

24. That there are some pilgrims who come to BadrinathDham 

and also visit Hemkund Sahib and Valley of Flowers. The limited 

number of such devotees /tourists will be decided by the Forest 

Department and Police Department (departments whose check 

posts are established on the respective routes). Apart from th!s, it 

will be made mandatory for the companies providing Heli Service 

to follow the above mentioned Trip Card standards. 

25. That from time to time, the Transport Department organizes 

road safety awareness programs to provide environmental 

awareness to the general public including drivers of public 

vehicles. The Transport Department will create awareness about 

the environment by installing stickers, dustbins and dust-bags in 

public passenger vehicles . Copy of letter of A.R.T.O.Chamoliis 

being annexed as ANNEXURE-4 . 

26. That during the Yatra period on the 

PulnaGhangariaShriHemkund Sahib and valley of flower trekking 

route, Hoarse, mule, Dandi-Kandi is being operated by EDC 

Bhundar under the direction of District PanchayatChamoli. 60 



Environment Mitraare being organized by EDC in every day on 

the entire Yatra route and on the trekking route. It is organized to 

collect all the inorganic wastes, plastic bottles etc. thrown by the 

tourists on the travel route and give them for cutting , grinding and 

recycling in the scrap machine in the dumping yard at Ghangaria 

and the rest material is given for recycling to the compactor 

machine in the dumping yard in Pulna. There 02 (two) RVM 

(Reverse Vending Machine) have been installed by Eco 

VikasSamiti for Ghangaria market in which travelers and tourists 

can put their own plastic bottles and crush them. Considering the 

utility of using both the machines, RVMs will be installed in future 

also, which will help in minimizing plastic bottle waste. 

27. That, EDC PulnaBhundar operates horses, mules and 

Dandi-Kandi on rotation basis on the travel route. There 02 (two) 

teams are deployed by the Animal Husbandry Department, 

Chamoli at Pulna and Ghangaria, which is conducting the 

vaccination of horses and mules and veterinary treatment by the 

Animal Husbandry Department. In case of accidental death of a 

horse or mule, its PM is sent to the horse owner. And after 



getting it done by the veterinarian posted in the area by EDC, 

Horse, Mule Union, Village Bhundar etc., the committee prepares 

a Panchanama and disposes of the dead body by burying it in 

the soil duly by the environment friends working in the committee 

and the stray animals are treated by the animals posted in the 

EDC area. With the help of the team of rearing department, most 

of the journey is done on foot. It is very difficult to decide on a 

specific place for disposing of the dead body. Therefore, for 

disposing of the dead body, the dead body is buried in a pit in the 

forest away from the travel route . It is disposed of for which the 

environmental friends of EDC cooperate and the dead body is 

buried after adding lime, finlay, salt. The entire route is full of 

Himalayan bears, due to which the place is monitored from time 

to time for a week. To check whether any bear has taken out the 

dead body, the responsibility has been entrusted to the 

environment friends working on the yatra route. 

28. That, for the Yatra 2023-24, display boards have been 

made to make the passengers aware so that the passengers and 

tourists remain sensitive towards the environment and the 



surrounding environment. Instructions have also been made to 

sympathize with the passengers and cargo animals and take 

care of them so that the travelers themselves keep these in mind 

while travelling, display boards related to the beauty of Bhudar 

Valley and that valley have also been installed on the entire 

travel route. 

29. That, under the direction of District Panchayat, Chamoli, by 

EDC Bhundar, in addition to solid waste management, 15 pits 

have been constructed on the side of the road for the feces of 

washed mules. The old pits have also been emptied and made 

for use. The OCD has been installed to free from foul smell. 

There are 50 (organic solution) and from time to time bleaching 

and daily spraying of final solution is done, all of which is given to 

environment friends from Ghar.garia office for their use. 

30. That barriers and EDC employees are appointed for the 

operation of horses, mules, D~ndi, kandi etc. on the yatra route. 

All horse, mule operators and owners have been instructed to 

create a Whatsapp group ard coordmate among themselves, 

... 



JfJ 

registration before the start of the Yatra. After this, this group is 

formed. 

31. That the operation of horses, mules, Dandi and kandi on the 

yatra route is operated by District PanchayatChamoli through 

EDC PulnaBhundar. Entry is given after registration by EDC and 

horses and mules are operated through rotation on the entire 

Yatra route. The horses per kilometer limit for the 2024 Yatra 

period, which was fixed at 75 horses per kilometer for the 2023 

Yatra , will be fully implemented, regarding which all horses, mule 

owners and operators have been informed in advance that they 

are healthy and Boards have been made to give proper 

instructions to the passengers capable of walking on foot, not to 

travel by horse and mule, which are put up at the beginning of 

the journey route and also at the horse-mule counter. Instructions 

related to animal cruelty have also been made for the 

passengers, and it has been directed that if any operator beats or 

hits the mule with sticks while moving or at a standstill, then stop 

him from doing so, do not protest and become a participant in 

this sin. That there are separate arrangements of horse and 
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mules from Pulna to Ghangaria and from Ghangaria to 

Hemkund. It any traveler wants to go directly from Pulna to 

Hemkund by horse , then he has to change his horse at 

Gangaria, due to which the higher Himalayas. Very little road in 

the area goes from Gangaria to Hernkund, due to the rotation 

system, after carrying the passengers one day, the horse and 

mule get rest on the next day. 

32. That, new Chariya has been built on the Yatra route for the 

provision of drinking water for the horse and mules and the repair 

work of the old Chariyas is going on. Hot water geysers have 

also been installed by JaiSansthan along with the Chariya at 

three designated places i.e. Pulna, Bhundhar and Ghangaria. All 

the Chariya are connected by the JaiSansthan itself before the 

start of the journey by stand post. 

33. That, HemwatiNandanGarhwal University can help in 

making the travelers, tourists and local people aware about the 

environment, public sentiments, folk traditions etc., while under 

the Center for Study of Mountain Tourism and Hospitality 
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(Department of Tourism), a walk under the name SairSalika can 

be organized. This awareness campaign is being run among the 

students for many years, which is being continued under NSS in 

all the schools from this year. If awareness related workshops 

and study research related to environment, folk sentiments, folk 

traditions etc. can be conducted on all the travel routes through 

schools under this tourism route, then this can bring about a lot 

of change from the social point of view. Copy of letter and 

photographs of E.D.C. BhundarChamoliis being annexed as 

ANNEXURE-5 . 

34. That, Organic and Inorganic waste is disposed of as per 

rules directed by EDC Bhundar under the control of this forest 

division on GovindGhat, Ghangaria, Sri Hemkund Sahib Yatra 

route. EDC Bhundhar has deployed 50-60 sanitation workers for 

collection and separation of solid waste on Sri Hemkund Sahib 

Yatra route, 01 plastic crusher machine and 02 plastic bottles 

crusher machines have been installed at Ghangaria. Apart from 

this, a compactor machine has been installed by EDC Bhundar at 



Pulna for disposal of excess garbage. After compacting the 

garbage, it is sold by EDC to registered recyclers. 

35. That the number of horses and mules go1ng on the 

ShriHemkund Sahib Yatra route has been limited to 1100 by 

EDC Bhundar. Apart from this, E.D.C. PulnaBhundar has also 

installed a weighing machine at the horse stops. Horses are 

provided only after weighing the person. Year 2023 EDC on Sri 

Hemkund Sahib walking route . 1200 horses and mules have 

been registered. Copy of letter Divisional Forest Officer, Nanda 

Devi National Park Joshimath, Uttrakhand is being annexed as 

ANNEXURE-6. 

36. That registration has been made mandatory by the Tourism 

Department to determine the limit of tourists going to Hemkund 

Sahib, Valley of Flowers and permission to go to Hemkund Sahib 

will be given only after verification of registration at the place 

Pulna. 



37. That Do's & Don't guidelines for tourists are being installed 

on the route by the Tourism Department, Public Works 

Department and EDC Bhundar. 

38. That tourists are encouraged not to throw or carry non-

organic waste like plastic bottles etc. with them, for which E. D.C. 

District Panchayat, Forest Department and Tourism Section of 

Garhwal University motivates tourists /local residents for garbage 

disposal. Copy of letter of Tourism Department is being annexed 

as ANf-..JEXURE-7. 

39. That 01 blue and 01 green organic and non-organic food 

bins have been distributed to 105 faf!l ilies residing within the 

area of Gram PanchayatBhundar and approximately 210 

dustbins have been distributed for collecting garbage from home. 

And the villagers have been motivated to keep the household 

waste in separate dustbins and take it to the collection centre. 



40. That Public dustbins have been constructed under Gram 

PanchayatBhudar in which villagers and Hemkund travelers 

throw garbage. 

41 . That a segregation shed has also been constructed in Gram 

PanchayatBhundar in which three store forms have been made 

out of them 1-iron, 2- plastic and 3-glass etc. waste is kept and in 

Bhundhar itself the plastic waste is compacted at the compactor 

center built by the District Panchayat. 

42. That apart from the above, an Environment Development 

Committee (EDC) has been formed by the local villagers in 

Bhundhar, which is conducting the works related to cleanliness 

and garbage collection on the yatra route from Govindghat to 

Hemkund, a border place of Gram Panchayat, during the entire 

HemkundYatra period. Has been doing since. Copy of letter of 

D.P.R.O Chamoliis being annexed as ANNEXURE-8. 

43. In view of the facts and circumstances as explained 

hereinabove sincere efforts are taken by the District 



by this Hon'ble Tribunal , the same may kindly be accepted by 

this Hon'ble Tribunal and the deponent hereby undertakes to 

comply with every direction passed by this Hon'ble Tribunal. 

~ 
DEPONENT 

VERIFICATION 

I, the deponent above named do hereby verify and say that 
the contents of my above report by way of affidavit are true and 
correct to my knowledge based on record, no part of it is false and 
nothing material has been concealed there from. The legal 
submissions are further true as per legal advice received and 
believed to be true and correct 

Veritied by me at ~k£t~uttarakhand on this~-- day of 

March, 2024. 

DEPONENT 

Filed by: 

8e•eshwM Cn-..~•; 
., ... Q8ttt ,. 

[RAHUL VERMA] 
Additional Advocate General for State of Uttarakhand 

/Respondent 
137, Tower No.1 0, Supreme Enclave, 

MayurVihar Phase-1, 
Delhi-110091 

Mobile No. 971 7706032 
Email- advrahulverma9999 
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·/ Item No. 08 Court No. 1 

BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI 

Execution Application No. 27/2023 
IN 

Original Application No. 561/2022 
(M.A. No . 54/2023) 

Urvashi Shobhna Kachari Applicant 

Versus 

Union of India & Ors. Responden t(s) 

Shashikanth Purohit Applicant in EA 27/2023 

Date of hearing: 05.01.2024 

CORAM: HON'BLE·MR. JUSTICE PRAKASH SHRIVASTAVA, CHAIRPERSON 
HON'HLE MR. JUSTICE SUDHIR AGARWAL, JUDICIAL MEMBER 
HON'BLE DR. A. SENTHIL VEL, EXPERT MEMBER 
HON'BLE DR. AFROZ AHMAD, EXPERT MEMBER 

Applicant: Mr. Raj Panjwani, Senior Advocate with Ms. Esha Dutta, Adv. for 
Applicant in E.A 27/2023 ' 

Respondent : Mr. Rahul Verma, AAG for the State of Uttarakhand with Mr. Nares h 
Kumar , C D .O. Rud rapraya g, Mr. Abhishek Tripathi. ADM, Chamoli & 
Mr Raza Abba s , ADM, Uttarkash i 
Mr. Mu kesh Verma , Ad v. for UKPCB 

ORDER 

1. This execution application has been filed seeking execution of order 

of the Tribunal dated 08.02.2023 passed in OA No. 561/2022. In that OA, 

grievance was raised in respect of large-scale unregulated violation of 

environmental norms along the pilgrim tracks of Kedarnath, Hemkund 

Sahib, Yamunotri and Gomukh pilgrimage centres in Uttarakhand. The 

allegation was in respect of indiscriminate disposal of p lastic and animal 

waste, unregulated human waste, unregulated equine 

dungfwastefcarcasses. It was noted in that order that around 19 lak.hs 

pilgrims had visited these places and about 20,000 equines were used 
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r!'. r.Jrt/Jijt:.r'i~r .. : /r.; r 
:~r~r?l.h~r .. ~C. . ~" 

..JJr:z.-s =~ ~s ·.~.,~ :: 

,. ~--: : <; --= 
: -~ ...... :: 

, .e.:':...r .. , ~ :r")~r .. 
u~ ~,..~ &:/J:rerr-e~3 _:j :,'Jr t::~ ..... -4~::..:.-:.'_ ~ :-:.-.;::;-_·-~::-: 

req'!.!:..t.er~d rfj.TJ.J~~ ~ ~~~~:.r ... ~:. , -./:~,..~ ~.:.:; :::::.. .. .::: ... - - - ........ _~,.. 

siu::lter ':. . !:.U fr;,·.Lr f7l~:f"h.rr.. !rcu::C..:, r..c.:..~ .::. -:::. ~-:; =-_-:::::_::: ~= : ;·.~ 
~rt..Ei::.er .. ~:o.C8 [j:_:,p':I":.O;_ n ·· .. ~;;;..£;JJ .. ~ --r. : .. - -==~~-= - "_ ~-· 

./:. r.. :r.::ic_~ .. £: _.. ~.. CJ;:r~ :.r..-E :::::_~:: ::: .:' :: :: ~ ~ =:: ~-;--... 
,..,._u;- t ~q-~~r:~; :r:. : r . .:::: : r:::::: ;-::r_ 

ci~srru::.~ ':A_:..!:r...:; r: :-:~ :;: G.";q-w:~:E~ f_~nn.exure-2 . 

However, a socio-ecoiogica.: criter'Uz Oa.seci 
extensive stud..y is required for the carr-ft..g 
c.ppacity a.sse.s_.:ment of all r.he pilgrizn tTa!::Jc-;; 
thraugh"r~gCTUt.: I~tu.te a.n.d ac.cordir...g:;; 
all.aw pilgrims to visit.. A sySI-..imf fcrr-iiiiUia.gir..g 
and regulating people in pilgri.m.a.ge !Dca:i.o-n.s,. 
espe.cially during peak seasol'~ 
deoeLoped. '...!..p;i],. Jfay a:r.d _ -.:.rE 

sh.cul.d 
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Administration in coordin~t~l(m with all concerned. Such important 
ancl sensitive respoltsibilit!:J slwtLld not be left with Zila Panchayats 
withotd. senou.s inuolucm.ent of Distnct 1idministration and the State 
at higher leuels. 

6 Accordtngly, we allow this application and direct the State to 
forthwith talce effective remedial measures in the matter. A joint 
Committee of Chief Secretary, Uttarakhand, Additional Chief 
Secretary, Environment and Forest, Uttaralchand, DGP, 
Uttaralchand, Director, G.B. Pant National Ins titute of Himalayan 
Environment & Sustainable Development, Director, Wildlife Institute 
of India, Dchradu.n, District Magistrates, Rudraprayag and 
Uttarlcashi, Chairmen, Zila Panchayats, Rudraprayag and 
Uttark.ashi Districts may meet within 15 days from today to take 
stoclc of the situation and prepare road map. The Committee will be 
free to meet online/ offline, to undertake site visits and interact with 
stakeholders. The action plan may inter alia include limiting 
number of vehicles, type of vehicles, number of tourists, 
number of mules, consistent with the carrying capacity of eco­
sensitive area. It may review and plan infrastructure for waste 
management, disposal of dead mules and other measures for 
protection of flora and fau na, safety precautions, installing locations 
for CCTV cameras, monitori1tg mechanism, control room, developing 
an appropriate mobile App, preparing SOP and display boards of do's 
and don'ts, demarcation of areas where activities incompatible with 
environment are prohibited/ regulated, sources of funds to sustain 
regulatory measures, traffic management at suitable locations, 
compliance of environment norms including Water Act, Air Act and EP 
Act, imparting awareness and education on environmental issues to 
the tourists, inhabitants and operators. The action plan may also 
include discouraging use of food and products packed in non­
biodegradable packaging material, encouraging depositing waste at 
designated places, involving citizens - the youth. house-wives and 
senior citizens in guiding touri.c;ts in maintaining cleanliness and 
hygiene. The taxi drivers and bus drivers may also be involved in 
creating awareness among the tourists. The execution of action plan 
may be duly monitored in the light of experience gained, the plan may 
be revised periodically euery seasons or as per need. Waste 
processing/ management facilities for bio-degradable and non­
biodegradable waste may be set up at appropriate locations which 
may be set up on contract basis or otherwise, using best practices on 
the subject. Requisite f unds be allocated at district and gram 
panc~ay_ar level [or execution of action plan which may be monitored 
at Dtstrr.ct MagiStrate level and finally supervised by the Chief 
Secretary." 

4. ln terms of the said order al~o, the concerned autt1orilies were 

required to prepare a road map and action plan a..""ld the said action plan 

was required to include limiting number of vehicles typ t· h" 
' es o ve 1cles, 

.. n~mber of tourists, number of mules, consistent with theca. . . 
. . · 0 l A It''-.... . 1 rymg capac1ty "';i: ~ ~·"'·. ;f )\i \ .. 

'I 0 S . rl al '\ 
~ / A~e~- · Gopestn•J ~H 

1 
~~ \ 3 

\ G)~~ No u8• ·• 1 110tJ31 0 Jl VJ...--
·:> j< ,/ • '<. ..... ~ t 

·, - -,~ .. ' / ~"' ........ . ~~: ·.. ~ · .:,· :-.•. .,.. __ ..,-<"" .k- . ' . , . .; ,.. . ~ , - ; . , -,~ti· ' .. , .. ·..::.-· 
' l . ... / _,..~~ 

•. 
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of eco-sensitivc area Ther f , th . . 

I 

I 
\ 

· e ore, e enbre cxerc1sc was required to be done 

on the basis of the carrying capacity of the area concerned. 

5. The reports on behalf of Uttarakhand Environment Protection and 

Pollution Control Board. (UEPPCB) and Secretary, Forest have been filed . 

6. On perusal of the reporl, we find that the facts and figures which are 

disclosed therein are nol in reference to' the carrying cupacity. 

7. Learned Counsel appearing for UEPPCB has fairly admitted that till 

now no carrying capacity study has been carried out. He submits that the 

canying capacity study will now be carried out within a period of two 

months and a report disclosing the carrying capacity of all the concerned 

areas under consideration will be filed positively within a period of two 

months before the Tribunal. 

8. The submission of learned Senior Counsel for the Applicant is that 

till a sfudy relating to ca.rryiRg- Gapac~~£q,J;J"~Y9iRJt'feJBaCi{l_f!Ying cap~city 

of pilgrims at Kedarnath i.e. 13000, Gangotri 8000 and Yamunotri 5000 

which was stated in the order dated 13.04.2023 should be treated to be 

the maximum limit of pilgrims on the basis of assumed carrying capacity. 

In respect of equines, he has disclosed that at Kedarnath 2250, Hemkund 

2375, Gangotri 2250 and Yamunotri 875 was the limit fJXed by the State. 

Therefore, this should be treated as the maximum limit on the basis of 

assumed carrying capacity. 

9. Since the Counsel for Stale 1)f Uttarakhand has assured the Tribunal 
I 

that within two months the carrying capacity study will be done. Therefore, 

at this stage, we do not find any reason to consider the prayer made by 

4 
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